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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CUCKFIELD 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfield  Urban  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  17.60  and  this  figure,  when  adjusted,  gives  a 
Corrected  Death  Rate  of  9.5  which  compares  with  1 1.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  13.89,  comprising  three  deaths,  as  compared 
with  23.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

As  this  will  be  the  last  Annual  Report  I shall  present  to  the  Council  I 
thought  it  might  be  of  interest  to  look  at  my  first  which  was  for  1934  and 
compare  the  position  then  with  that  what  it  is  now. 


1934  1957 

Population  . . . . 12,736  17,670 

Rateable  Value  . . . . £109,008  £276,602 

Number  of  Houses  ..  3,181  5,233 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  . . 45.04  13.89 


In  the  Report  for  1934  it  is  stated  that  only  three  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified,  whereas  it  is  now  over  eight  years  since  the  last  case  of  diphtheria 
occurred  in  this  district. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  scheme 
and  the  County  Medical  Offier  of  Health  has  delegated  the  duties  in  connection 
with  local  arrangements  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Prior  to  1953  facilities  for  immunisation  were  only  available  against 
diphtheria,  the  recommended  age  being  at  nine  months.  Since  1953  every  parent 
has  received  a letter  from  this  department,  when  the  child  reaches  the  age  of 
three  months,  recommending  that  the  child  has  combined  immunisation  of 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  at  that  age  in  order  to  protect  the  child  from 
contracting  whooping  cough  in  the  early  months  as  that  is  when  the  disease 
strikes  hardest.  Parents  are  given  the  option  of  taking  the  child  to  the 
family  doctor  or  to  a special  clinic  at  which  Dr.  H.  L.  Duke,  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  attends.  The  great  majority  of  parents  very  wisely  accept  the 
combined  vaccine.  If  protection  against  diphtheria  only  is  desired,  this  is  done 
about  the  eighth  or  ninth  month,  as  diphtheria  very  seldom  attacks  a child  under 
the  age  of  eight  months.  Three  injections  are  necessary  to  obtain  the  required 
immunity  and  these  are  given  at  four-weekly  intervals.  The  majority  of  parents 
show  their  willingness  to  have  the  child  immunised  at  this  initial  approach — the 
parents  in  the  Mid-Sussex  area  are  to  be  congratulated  on  being  so  “ immuni- 
sation minded  — but  if  no  reply  is  received  during  the  next  two  months  the 
Health  Visitor  or  District  Nurse  is  informed  and  she  then  visits  with  a view  to 
getting  the  necessary  acceptance.  Very  few  parents  refuse  to  have  their  children 
immunised — 7 out  of  1,013  children  under  five  years  of  age. 


3 


Diphtheria  does  appear  to  be  on  the  way  out  in  this  country,  the  number  of 
cases  ill  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  last  year  being  only  53  and  the  deaths 
8,  whereas  in  the  years  prior  to  1940  the  number  of  cases  every  year  was 
approximately  60,000  and  the  average  number  of  deaths  was  3,000.  The  number 
of  cases  has  diminished  every  year  since  1940  when  the  immunisation  campaign, 
for  the  whole  country,  was  commenced  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  immunisation 
has  been  resonsible  for  this  remarkable  achievement.  What  a wonderful  saving 
in  children’s  lives! 

In  the  Mid-Sussex  area  our  campaign  started  in  1935  and  at  the  outbreak  of 
war  in  1939  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  children  in  the  Mid-Sussex  area  were  already 
protected,  the  highest  percentage  in  the  country  at  that  time.  Although  this 
district  had  a few  cases  of  diphtheria  shortly  after  the  London  children  were 
evacuated  to  this  area,  many  of  whom  were  virulent  carriers  of  diphtheria,  we 
have  definitely  reaped  the  benefit  of  immunisation  and  it  is  now  eight  years  since 
the  last  case  occurred  in  this  district.  Should  however  a virulent  carrier  of 
diphtheria  find  his  way  into  one  of  the  schools  of  this  area,  and  this  is  always 
a possibility,  it  will  be  the  unprotected  children  who  will  suffer;  so  1 suggest  to 
those  parents  who  have  refused,  or  who  have  consented  but  done  nothing,  to 
reconsider  their  decision  and  have  their  children  immunised  without  further 
delay. 

We  still  remain  faithful  to  the  Schick  test,  carried  out  by  Dr.  Duke  three 
months  after  the  final  injection,  as  it  does  ensure  that  all  the  children  are 
properly  protected,  positive  reactors  being  given  a further  injection.  At  the 
age  of  five  years  a reinforcing  injection  is  given  and  at  10-11  years  the  children 
are  retested,  only  those  who  are  positive  receiving  a further  injection.  It  is 
interesting  to  find  that  the  result  of  the  Schick  test  at  this  age  (10-11)  years  is 
that  94  per  cent,  are  negative,  in  other  words  are  still  protected.  On  these 
figures  alone  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a case  for  a reinforcing  injection  for 
every  child  at  this  age  as  carried  out  by  most  medical  officers  of  health  throughout 
the  country. 

As  we  now  have  had  five  years  experience  of  whooping  cough  immunisation 
it  was  thought  it  would  be  worth  while  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  significant 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  compared  with  the  years 
prior  to  immunisation.  The  total  number  of  cases  in  the  last  five  years  was  202 
and  in  the  previous  five  years  the  number  was  285.  The  total  number  does  not 
give  a complete  picture  because  in  1953  only  the  under  1 children  were  protected, 
in  1954  only  the  under  2,  and  so  on.  If  we  examine  the  cases  “ under  1 ” we  find 
that  16  occurred  since  1953  and  of  these  3 had  been  previously  immunised.  On 
investigating  all  cases  of  whooping  cough  which  had  been  notified  since  1953 
(202)  we  find  that  15  had  been  immunised  previously.  The  numbers  are  too 
small  to  be  dogmatic  about  but  it  would  certainly  appear  that  immunisation 
has  been  responsible  for  cutting  down  the  number  of  cases  occurring,  although 
it  must  be  admitted  it  is  not  yet  100  per  cent,  effective. 

Dr.  Duke  has  been  associated  with  me  in  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Scheme  since  1937  and  it  is  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to  his  efforts  that  our 
scheme  has  proved  to  be  the  success  it  is.  As  we  both  intend  to  retire  at  the  end 
of  February,  1959,  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  most 
sincerely  for  his  assistance,  consideration  and  loyalty  to  me  over  the  years. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

The  same  kind  of  approach  is  made  to  parents  to  have  their  children 
vaccinated  against  smallpox  and  again  the  parents  have  come  up  to  scratch. 
One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  children  were  vaccinated  under  the  age  of  one 
year  and  this  gives  a percentage  of  98  of  all  children  in  the  0-1  year  group — a 
figure  to  be  proud  of. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  administers  this  Scheme  and  my 
department  co-operates  by  distributing  leaflets  and  forms  and  also  by  giving 
information  to  parents  on  request.  Full  particulars  will,  no  doubt,  appear  in 
the  Report  of  the  C.M.O.H. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Of  the  513  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  measles  was  responsible  for 
385  and  whooping  cough  for  72. 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 

During  the  past  three  years  21  males  and  6 females  died  of  cancer  of  the 
lung  in  this  district. 

In  my  1956  report  I pointed  out  that  a great  deal  of  research  work 
had  been  carried  out,  in  this  and  other  countries,  to  try  to  find  out  why  this 
disease  had  been  increasing  every  year  and  the  conclusion  reached  was  that 
there  was  a relationship  between  cancer  of  the  lung  and  cigarette  smoking,  the 
evidence  showing  that  mortality  was  twenty  times  greater  among  heavy  smokers 
as  compared  with  non-smokers.  I am  again  referring  to  this  subject  as  I feel 
it  is  my  duty  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  public,  in  this  district,  to  the  risk  of 
persons  contracting  the  disease  from  cigarette  smoking.  My  advice  to  (a)  the 
public  is  to  try  to  discontinue  the  habit  altogether — as  I did  twelve  years  ago — 
or  to  limit  the  number  of  cigarettes  smoked,  and  to  (b)  parents  to  dissuade  their 
children  from  starting  the  habit,  which  once  started  is  very  difficult  to  control. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Our  efforts  to  maintain  and  improve  the  standards  of  food  hygiene  in  food 
premises  was  continued  during  the  past  year.  Frequent  inspections  at  which 
reasons  are  given  for  suggested  improvements  and  advice  generally  is  the  method 
we  employ  and  in  this  way  we  usually  gain  the  co-operation  of  the  food  traders. 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  securing  that  no  open  food  on  service  counters 
was  exposed  to  contamination  from  customers,  our  standard  being  that  no 
open  food  is  allowed  there  unless  it  is  protected  from  the  customers  by  glass 
or  similar  translucent  material.  This  applies  specially  to  grocers,  confectioners 
and  butchers  shops.  There  is,  however,  the  problem  of  the  window  display  and 
this  has  been  a matter  where  some  proprietors  or  managers,  at  first,  did  not  quite 
see  our  point  of  view.  A display  of  unwrapped  food — cooked  meats,  sausages  and 
sliced  bacon — in  the  window,  unprotected  by  a glass  door  or  similar  means,  is 
open  to  the  same  risk  of  infection  from  the  customers  as  on  the  serving  counter. 
Our  requirement  is  that  open  food  shall  not  be  exposed  in  the  window  on  the 
customers’  side  of  the  counter  which  means  that  it  has  to  be  moved  to  the  service 
side,  leaving  the  other  side  for  wrapped  food. 

I have  given  many  talks  on  food  hygiene  during  the  past  few  years  to 
Women’s  Institutes,  Townswomen’s  Guilds  and  Young  Wives’  Groups  in  the 
Mid-Sussex  area  and  I always  invite  questions  at  the  end  of  the  talk.  In  this 
way  one  obtains  the  views  of  the  members  who,  after  all,  are  the  buyers  and 
consumers  and  I find  that  they  are  just  as  keen  as  I am  that  open  food  should 
not  be  exposed.  They  sometimes  complain  forcibly  about  the  shortcomings 
at  a certain  shop  but  when  I have  asked  if  they  complained  to  the  manager  or 
proprietor  they  generally  say  that  they  have  not,  as  they  do  not  like  creating  a 
scene,  and  prefer  to  change  their  custom  to  another  shop.  I feel  sure  that  if 
food  traders  were  fully  aware  of  this  attitude  by  their  customers  they  would 
take  more  care  in  the  display  of  open  food  and  the  Local  Press  would  be  doing 
a useful  service  if  they  would  see  their  way  to  draw  attention  to  this  matter  when 
they  review  this  report. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


Samples  of  untreated  milk  are  sent  regularly  to  the  Brighton  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  inoculation  into  guinea  pigs  to  ensure  that  tubercle  bacilli  are 
absent  from  these  milks.  For  some  years  now  the  Medical  Director  of  the 
Laboratory  has  also  been  examining  the  killed  guinea  pig  for  the  presence  of 
Br.  aborlus,  as  undulant  fever  can  be  contracted  by  people  who  drink  milk 
infected  with  this  organism.  There  is  nothing  distinctive  about  the  signs  and 
symptoms  of  undulant  fever — a slightly  raised  temperature  in  the  evening, 
vague  ill  health,  sweating  and  muscular  pains — and  if  the  disease  is  not  diagnosed 
the  symptoms  may  persist  for  some  weeks.  Diagnosis  is  confirmed  by  carrying 
out  an  agglutination  test  on  the  patient’s  blood. 

I am  referring  to  this  subject  because  Br.  abortus  has  been  isolated, 
on  several  occasions  during  the  past  two  years,  from  a milk  supply  in  this  district 
which  is  not  heat  treated.  In  the  same  period  a larger  number  of  samples  taken 
from  this  supply  did  not  contain  this  organism. 

In  1955  following  a positive  result  the  producer  was  advised  to  send  his 
milk  for  pasteurisation,  which  he  did.  Following  negative  reports  some  months 
later  the  producer  ceased  pasteurisation.  Two  further  positive  results  were 
received  recently  and  the  producer  said  he  was  willing  to  pasteurise  his  supply 
if  he  received  compensation. 

A Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  power  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regu- 
lations to  order  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  if  he  has  reasonable  grounds  for 
suspecting  that  it  is  infected  with  organisms  communicable  to  man  and  if  an 
Order  is  made  the  producer  can  claim  compensation  from  the  Local  Authority. 
Up  to  the  present  I have  not  put  an  Order  on  a milk  supply  because  of  the 
presence  of  Br.  abortus  and  my  reasons  were  set  out  in  a report  which  I 
sent  to  the  Rural  District  Councils  Association  who  were  concerned  about  this 
problem  and  asked  for  my  views.  The  Association  were  specially  concerned 
with  the  fact  that  when  infected  cows  in  a herd  had  been  traced  there  was  no 
power  to  require  them  to  be  isolated  or  slaughtered — as  there  is  in  the  case  of  a 
cow  producing  milk  containing  tubercle  bacilli — and  that  the  Local  Authority 
might  have  to  continue  to  pay  compensation  for  the  treatment  of  milk  from  the 
whole  herd  although  only  a small  proportion  of  the  cows  were  giving  infected 
milk. 

My  reasons  for  not  putting  an  Order  on  a milk  supply  because  of  Br. 
abortus  are  that  approximately  20  per  cent,  of  cows  intermittently  excrete  this 
organism  in  their  milk  ; that  excretion  is  greatest  in  the  first  weeks  of  lactation 
and  then  diminishes  or  ceases  but  may  increase  again  with  the  next  lactation. 
A positive  sample  means  that  the  milk  was  infectious  six  weeks  previously  when 
the  sample  was  taken  and  injected  into  a guinea  pig  but  in  the  meantime  the 
offending  cow  or  cows  may  have  ceased  excreting  Br.  Another  point 
is  that  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer,  even  if  he  finds  the  offending  cow, 
has  no  power  to  order  its  removal  from  the  herd.  If  an  order  were  made  on  a 
milk  supply  it  would  have  to  remain  on  indefinitely  as  it  would  not  be  known 
for  certain  when  the  infection  had  ceased  and  during  all  this  time  the  farmer 
could  claim  compensation  from  the  Local  Authority. 

In  my  view  the  most  satisfactory  way  of  dealing  with  the  problem  is  to 
keep  on  telling  the  public  that  there  is  a risk  of  infection  from  the  consumption 
of  raw  milk  and  to  advocate  strongly  that,  because  it  is  safe,  pasteurised  milk 
should  be  consumed.  Even  now  the  majority  of  milk  produced  from  tuberculin- 
tested  herds  in  this  country  is  pasteurised  and  it  will  only  be  a matter  of  time — the 
sooner  the  better — when  no  untreated  milk  is  sold  to  the  public. 
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Shortly  after  taking  up  my  appointment  in  1934  I arranged  for  a Survey 
to  be  carried  out  to  find  out  the  percentage  of  types  of  milk  consumed  by 
the  public  in  this  district.  The  figures  were  as  follows  : — 

Ordinary  87  per  cent. 

Tuberculin  Tested  5 per  cent. 

Pasteurised  8 per  cent. 

At  the  present  time  approximately  99  per  cent,  of  all  the  milk  consumed 
in  this  district  is  pasteurised,  the  remaining  one  per  cent,  being  farm  bottled 
Tuberculin-Tested.  What  a tremendous  change  in  the  last  25  years  ! 

In  those  days  quite  a proportion  of  ordinary  milk  contained  live  tubercle 
bacilli  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  therefore  comparatively  common 
among  children.  In  the  five  years  1934-38  sixteen  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  whereas  in  the  last  five  years  only  four  cases  were 
notified — in  1957  there  was  not  a single  case. 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

On  page  26  reference  is  made  to  a marked  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
cysticercus  bovis  (the  cystic  stage  of  a tape  worm),  as  many  as  thirty-eight 
carcases  being  infected,  giving  an  incidence  of  over  three  ner  cent.  Man  is  the  host, 
the  ox  being  the  intermediary.  The  worm  fastens  itself  to  the  wall  of  the  human 
intestine  and  may  reach  24  feet  in  length.  Segments  containing  eggs  become 
detached  and  passed  in  the  faeces  and  if  the  eggs  find  their  way  to  pastures  may 
be  taken  up  by  the  ox  when  feeding.  From  the  alimentary  canal  of  the  ox  the 
eggs  pass  to  certain  muscles  and  develop  into  the  cystic  stage,  so  completing  the 
cycle.  With  such  a high  percentage  among  cattle  one  would,  naturally,  expect 
an  increase  in  humans  but  on  making  inquiries  of  general  practitioners  I am 
informed  that  they  rarely  come  across  a case  of  tape  worm  infection.  Some 
research  into  this  problem  would  appear  to  be  called  for. 


HOUSING 

Of  the  37  houses  which  comprised  the  Council’s  five  year  slum  clearance 
programme,  10  have  been  demolished,  6 have  been  rendered  fit  by  the  owners, 
5 closing  orders  have  been  made  and  10  undertakings  by  the  owners  not  to 
relet  accepted.  Only  6 houses,  therefore,  require  to  be  dealt  with  to  complete 
the  programme. 

Full  details  of  the  scheme  by  which  the  Council  makes  grants  to  owners  to 
improve  their  property  will  be  found  on  page  22  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Staynes, 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  is  responsible  for  its  administration.  As 
will  be  seen,  since  1954,  grants  amounting  to  over  £14,000  for  64  houses  have 
been  approved,  the  actual  cost  of  all  works  including  repairs  to  these  houses 
coming  to  nearly  £38,000.  This  is  an  excellent  scheme — new  bathrooms,  hot 
water  supplies  and  other  amenities  are  provided  and  at  the  same  time  repairs  are 
carried  out  to  houses  which  might  otherwise  deteriorate  and  have  to  be  con- 
demned at  a later  date. 

Mr.  C.  A.  C.  Ford,  Housing  Manager,  has  kindly  furnished  the  following 
report  on  the  Council’s  housing  activities  for  the  year. 

During  the  year  another  14  new  dwellings  were  completed  and  let  on  the 
Housing  Estates,  bringing  the  total  number  of  post-war  dwellings  erected  at  the 
31st  December,  1957,  to  528.  Including  67  prefabricated  bungalows  and  365 
pre-war  dwellings,  the  total  units  of  accommodation  on  the  Housing  Estates 
totalled  960. 
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The  14  dwellings  completed  in  1^957  were  on  the  following  estates  ; — 


Haywards  Heath 

Boston  Court 

' S’ 

• • ' • . 

6 

Lindfield 

» 

Chaloner  Close  . . 

• » . . . . , . 

• • • • • 

8 

14 

The  types  of  dwellings  erected  comprised  : — 

Houses  with  two  bedrooms  . . . , . . . . . . . . 6 

Bungalows  with  two  bedrooms  ^ . . . . . . . . . 2 

Bed-sitter  flats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

'■  ■ 14 

In  addition  to  the  letting  of  new  properties,  vacancies  occurred  in  30 
existing  dwellings.  These  vacancies  offered  an  opportunity  to  effect  a number 
of  transfers  of  tenants  to  more  suitable  accommodation  according  to  family 
requirements,  15  transfers  having  taken  place.  In  addition,  six  exchanges  were 
permitted  resulting  in  the  twelve  families  concerned  occupying  accommodation 
more  suitable  to  their  needs.  Two  exchanges  between  tenants  of  the  Council  and 
other  Local  Authorities  also  took  place. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  applicants  list  numbered  172  and  at  the 
31st  December,  1957,  it  numbered  175. 

The  main  works  of  modernization  of  pre-war  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year.  Certain  works  additional  to  the  original  scheme  were  in  hand  at  the 
date  of  the  report  involving  a small  number  of  houses  where  the  cold  water 
storage  tanks  required  removal  from  the  roof  spaces  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry’s  recommendation  made  during  the  year  with  regard  to  frost  precaution. 

The  six  units  let  in  Boston  Court  were  bed-sitting  room  flats,  comprising  a 
large  bed-sitting  room  with  an  open  fireplace  with  back  boiler,  a kitchen  and 
bathroom/W.C.  These  units,  intended  for  single  persons,  were  let  to  five 
widows  and  one  spinster  all  of  whom  have  expressed  their  complete  satisfaction 
with  the  accommodation. 

Boston  Court  itself  will  comprise  twenty-two  flats  in  one  “ U ” shaped 
block  facing  onto  Allen  Road,  America  Lane  and  Boston  Road,  there  being 
10  one-bedroomed  units  and  6 two-bedroomed  units  to  be  completed. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

For  the  past  five  years  the  Headmaster  of  the  Haywards  Heath  County 
Secondary  School  has  arranged  a course  on  the  Public  Health  Services  for  boys 
and  girls  in  their  last  term.  Miss  B.  K.  Page,  Science  Mistress,  has  kindly  sent  me 
a report  which  is  as  follows  : — 

“ During  the  Easter  Term,  the  Senior  classes  at  this  school  again  spent  their 
Science  lessons  studying  the  Public  Health  Services.  Work  was  on  similar  lines 
to  that  done  in  previous  years,  consisting  of  : 

(a)  talks  by  the  Science  teachers — Miss  Page  and  Mr.  Binstead  ; 

(b)  films  and  film  strips  on  Immunisation,  Dr.  Jenner,  the  House  Fly, 
Clean  Milk,  and  Hygiene  on  the  Farm  ; 

(c)  group  work  by  the  children  in  which  they  compiled  their  own  notes, 
charts,  etc.,  on  developments  in  the  Public  Health  Services,  using  the 
Ministry  of  Health  reports  and  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
report. 
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This  year  interest  centred  particularly  on  the  connection  between  lung 
cancer  and  smoking,  and  the  polio  immunisation  campaign,  both  being  topics 
which  were  dealt  with  at  great  length  in  the  national  newspapers.” 

This  is  an  excellent  course  for  senior  school  children  and  the  subject 
matter  should  be  of  great  use  to  them  in  the  future  as  they  arc  encouraged  to 
put  into  practice  what  they  have  been  taught.  The  course  could  well  serve  as  a 
model  for  all  schools  in  the  country. 

Mr.  E.  Schwarz,  Headmaster,  Cuckfield  Primary  School,  also  organises  a 
course  for  those  in  their  last  year,  the  children  studying  my  Annual  Report 
following  which  they  draw  charts  and  write  short  articles  on  some  of  the  subjects. 
I attend  at  the  end  of  the  course  and  give  a talk  and  answer  questions. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

(i)  The  water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water  Board.  This  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Monthly  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis,  and  all  were 
reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

(ii)  The  Board  carried  out  monthly  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
raw  water.  The  water  was  chlorinated  after  filtration. 

(iii)  The  supply  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  There  was  no  evidence  of  the  supply  being  contaminated. 

(v)  Every  house  in  the  district  is  provided  with  a piped  supply  direct 
to  the  house. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  R.  Staynes,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  for 
his  help  and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  department  and  for  the  particulars 
supplied  for  this  report,  and  to  the  other  members  of  the  staff,  and  in  particular 
Miss  Everson,  my  Secretary. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the 
consideration  and  support  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . . . William  B.  Stott,  l.r.c.p.  & s.  (edin.), 

D.P.H.  (CAMB.) 

{Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Rural  and  Burgess  Hill 

Urban  Districts) 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
Clerks  to  the  M.O.H. 

Clerk  to  the  S.P.H.I. 


H.  L.  Duke,  o.b.e.,  m.d.,  sc.d.  (camb.), 

D.T.M.  & HY. 

R.  Staynes,  e.a.p.h.l,  m.r.s.h.  Certified 
Meat  Inspector. 

F.  R.  Williams,  m.a.p.h.l,  m.r.s.h. 
Certified  Meat  Inspector. 

Miss  G.  L.  Everson. 

Miss  J.  M.  Lewry. 

Miss  G.  J.  Shuttlewood. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
Summary  of  Statistics  for  the  years  : 


1955 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  . . 3,912 

Population  estimated  to  middle 
of  year  . . . . . . 17,090 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  £176,102 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £679  9s.  7d. 

1956  1957 

3,912  3,912 

17,340  17,670 

£280,440  £276,602 

£690  Os.  lid.  £1,172  17s.  lOd. 

Density  of  Population  (per- 
sons per  acre)  . . . . 4.37 

Number  of  Houses  ..  . 5,053 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  1 1 .06 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  16.27 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  . . 5.29 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD 

4.43  4.52 

5,173  5,233 

12.17  12.23 

16.44  17.60 

9.48  13.89 

URBAN  DISTRICT 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Males 

2 

Females 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

— 

. . — 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

2 

- 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

— 

. . — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

2 

12.  Malignant,  neoplasm  breast. . 

- 

4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

10 

13 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . 

12 

21 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

35 

15 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

3 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . . 

• . . 

30 

37 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

8 

22.  Influenza 

3 

6 

23.  Pneumonia 

20 

22 

24.  Bronchitis 

1 

5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

. . - 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 

— 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformation 

- 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

7 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents 

4 

5 

35.  Suicide 

1 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

- 

- 

Totals  ..  151  160 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  following  table  shows  the  Births  registered  for  the  year  1957  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

110 

93 

203 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Totals 

118 

98 

216 

This  gives  a rate  of  12.23 

per  1,000 

population. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  is 

14.43. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Stillbirths 

1 

3 

4 

Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

, — 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  following  table  shows  the  Deaths  registered  for  the  year  1957  : — 

Male  Female  Total 

151  ..  160  ..  311 

This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  17.60  per  1,000  population. 

The  corrected  death  rate  is  9.5. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities 

AU  milk  and  water  samples,  infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  specimens 
are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Brighton.  Medical  practitioners  send 
the  specimens  direct  to  the  Laboratory,  and  they  receive  the  report  by  telephone, 
a copy  of  such  report  being  sent  to  this  office. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson,  Medical  Director,  for  his  informa- 
tive reports  and  helpful  advice  on  many  occasions. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  now  removed  by  one  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society’s  ambulances  stationed  at  Lavender’s  Garage,  Sussex  Road, 
Haywards  Heath. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases 

Twenty-six  beds  are  available  at  the  Mid-Sussex  Isolation  Hospital  for 
the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  twelve  of  these  beds  being  in  a 
cubicle  block  and  the  other  fourteen  in  a block  consisting  of  two  main  wards  and 
side  wards. 

A table  on  page  19  gives  particulars  of  admissions  during  the  year. 

Smallpox 

The  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  state  that  cases  of 
smallpox  occurring  in  this  district  should  be  sent  to  the  River  Hospitals  (Long 
Reach),  Dartford,  Kent. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 


Cuckfield  . . . . Congregational  Church  2nd  Friday 

Hall  Dr.  each  session 

Franklands  Village  The  Institute  2nd  Wednesday 

(Weighing  Session  only) 


Haywards  Heath 


Bentswood 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands, 
Haywards  Heath 


1st,  3rd  and  4th  Friday 
(Toddlers  only  4th  Fri- 
day) 

Dr.  3rd  and  4th  Friday 


Presentation  Church  1st  and  3rd  Monday 

Hall,  Dr.  on  1st  Monday 

New  England  Road, 

Haywards  Heath 


Lindfield 


The  Tiger,  High  Street  1st  Monday 

Dr.  each  session 


Clinics  : 

Diphtheria 

immunisation 


Chest 


Orthopaedic 


Speech  Therapy 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 
Haywards  Heath 

Haywards  Heath 
Hospital, 
Haywards  Heath, 

Cuckfield  Hospital 
Cuckfield 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Mill  Road, 

Burgess  Hill 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands, 
Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Mill  Road, 
Burgess  Hill 


Every  Monday 
10  a.m.  to  12  noon 


Every  Thursday  9.30  a.m. 
(by  appointment) 

Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

Diagnostic 

Tuesday  9 a.m. -12. 30  p.m. 

Friday  9 a.m.-12.30  p.m., 
2.-4.30  p.m. 

Dr.  usually  attends  2nd 
Thursday  2. -4.30  p.m., 
very  rarely  4th  Thursday 
2.-4.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  9 a.m. 

Friday  9 a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Thursday  9 a.m. 

(by  appointment) 
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Eye  Refractions 
(Schoolchildren) 

Minor  Ailments 

Child  Guidance 


Dental 

School  Clinic 

*Family  Planning 

*Sub-Fertility 

Venereal  Diseases  . . 


Haywards  Heath 
Hospital 

By  appointment 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

As  required 

East  Grinstead  : 

Moat  Road 

Every  Friday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Lewes  : 

Castlegate  House 

Every  Wednesday  10  a.m. 
(by  appointment) 

Hove  : 

33  Clarendon  Villas 

Tuesday  10  a.m. 

Thursday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Burgess  Hill  : 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road 

Every  Monday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

By  appointment 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

Dr.  Waugh 
(by  appointment) 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 
2 p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

1st  Wednesday  2.15  p.m. 
Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 

Facilities  available  at  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Brighton 


Men  . . 


Women  and 
Children 


Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 


4.30  p.m.-8  p.m. 

9.30  a.m.-l  p.m. 

1.30  p.m. -4. 30  p.m. 

1.30  p.m.-4.30  p.m. 
10.0  a.m.-l  p.m. 

9.30  a.m.-l  1.30  a.m. 


New  cases  must  attend  at  least  one  hour  before  the 
Clinic  closes 


*These  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Family  Planning  Association 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


0-15  Years  of  Age 

Number  on  roll  . . . . . . . . 4,692 

Number  immunised  . . . . . . 4,385 

Percentage  . . . . . . . . . . 94 

0-5  Years  of  Age 

Number  on  roll  . . . . . . . . 1,013 

Number  immunised  . . . . . . 895 

Percentage  . . . . . . . . . . 88 


On  Roll 

Immunised 

Percentage 

SCHOOLS:  Primary  and  County 
Secondary 

Haywards  Heath  County  Pri- 
mary 

404 

396 

98 

Haywards  Heath  County  Second- 
ary 

711 

698 

98 

St.  Wilfrids  Primary 

397 

389 

98 

Cuckfield  Primary 

180 

175 

97 

Lindfield  Primary 

318 

308 

97 

Cuckfield  County  Secondary  . . 
St.  Joseph’s  Convent 

366 

346 

95 

191 

184 

96 

2,567 

2,496 

97 

NOT  YET  AT  SCHOOL,  or  at 
school  outside  our  area  . . 

238 

235 

99 

SCHOOLS,  Private 

874 

759 

87 

Totals 

3,679 

3,490 

95 

During  the  year  : — 

213  children  were  immunised 

521  children  were  Schick  tested 

212  children  had  a reinforcing  injection 


VACCINATION 

One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  children  were  vaccinated  under  the  age  of 
one  year — a percentage  of  98. 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS,  1935-1957 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1942-1957 
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TUBERCULOSIS  — NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1957 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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Disease 

Dysentry 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Totals 

18 


THE  MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


I am  indebted  to  the  Matron,  Miss  J.  M.  Reid,  for  the  following  particulars 
of  cases  admitted  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Cuckfield  Rural 

District 

Cuckfield  Urban 

District 

Burgess  Hill  Urban 

District 

East  Grinstead 

Urban  District 

Uckfield 

Rural  District 

Other  Districts 

Total 

Observation  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Paratyphoid  B.  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Observation  Typhoid  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

B.  Coli  Infection 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Virus  Infection  . . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

3 

Gastro-enteritis  . . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Observation  Gastro-enteritis  . . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Observation  Dysentery . . 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

4 

7 

Adenitis  following  Scarlet  Fever 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Measles  . . 

14 

3 

— 

6 

- 

8 

31 

Measles  and  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

Measles  and  Mumps  . . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Mumps 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

Observation  Mumps 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Chickenpox 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

8 

10 

Rubella  . . 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

13 

14 

Rubella  and  Chickenpox 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Tonsillitis 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Influenza.. 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

2 

Influenza  and  Bronchitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Endocarditis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

14 

19 

Totals 

26 

9 

6 

12 

1 

64 

118 

The  Cubicle  Block  allowed  twenty-three  different  diseases,  observation 
cases  or  diseases  with  complications,  to  be  dealt  with. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

The  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  have  changed  considerably  over 
the  last  40  years.  Instead  of  his  time  being  occupied  with  the  abatement  of  gross 
nuisances,  investigating  epidemics  of  infectious  disease,  condemning  diseased 
meat  in  shops  and  markets,  and  in  police  court  proceedings  he  now  busies  him- 
self advising  on  the  planning  and  construction  of  all  kinds  of  food  premises, 
factories  and  other  buildings  in  the  interest  of  health  and  hygiene;  spreading 
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information  on  the  practice  of  hygiene  not  only  amongst  workers  but  to  the 
public  generally  through  talks  to  associations,  guilds  and  often  in  schools; 
dealing  with  applications  for  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Acts 
which  call  for  expert  knowledge  of  building  construction  and  its  cost;  inspecting 
meat  in  shops  and  slaughterhouses.  It  is  true  that  the  Public  Health  Act, 
Factories  Act,  Shops  Acts,  etc.,  bring  their  quota  of  work  as  does  the  enforce- 
ment of  legislation  not  strictly  within  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
but  often  imposed  upon  him  where  local  authority  staffs  are  small. 

The  emphasis  has  changed  from  the  prosecution  of  offenders  (those  who 
were  responsible  for  causing  nuisances,  spreading  infectious  disease,  etc.),  to 
the  prevention  of  offences  (spreading  knowledge  of  hygiene  in  relation  to  food, 
securing  the  improvement  of  houses),  and  whilst  our  present  work  is  less 
spectacular,  and  tends  to  go  almost  completely  unnoticed,  its  importance  is 
probably  much  greater — prevention  being  better  than  cure. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Below  is  a list  of  inspections  made  during  the  year — the  number  of  inspec- 
tions is  no  guide  to  the  amount  of  work  done  nor  to  the  efficiency  with  which  it 


is  done. 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . 854 

Foodshops  . . . . . . . . . . . . Ill 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 

Ice-cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . * 96 

Restaurant  Kitchens  . . . . . . . . . . 117 

Primary  Public  Health  Acts  . . . . . . . . 171 

Primary  Housing  Act  . . . . . . . . 45 

Re-Inspections..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  716 

Housing  (Improvement  Grants)  . . . . . . 342 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  . . . . . . . . 48 

Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Factories  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  71 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Public  Conveniences  . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Caravans  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

* Rats  and  Mice. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,916 

Refuse  Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Cattle  Market  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Infectious  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act  . . . . 17 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . 156 


5,613 


♦This  figure  includes  1 ,850  visits  made  by  the  Council’s  Rodent 
Operative. 
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COMPLAINTS 


Three  hundred  and  forty-nine  complaints  as  under  were  received  and  dealt 


with  : — 

Rats  and  Mice. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  245 

Nuisances  from  Drains  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Offensive  Smells  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Defective  Housing  Conditions  . . . . . . 9 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  . . . . . . . . 3 

Insect  Pests  (42  wasps,  3 ants,  6 flies,  3 beetles)  . . 54 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 


349 

STATUTORY  NOTICES 
Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Served  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Complied  with  by  Owner  . . . . . . . . 1 


PRELIMINARY  NOTICES 


Served  1957 

Complied  with  in 

and  complied 

1957  but  served 

Served 

with 

in  previous  years 

Housing  Act 

- 

- 

13 

Public  Health  Act  . . 

32 

28 

8 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

35 

17 

36 

Factory  Act 

4 

1 

1 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

1 

1 

- 

Pests  Act 

6 

5 

2 

Shops  Act  . . 

1 

- 

1 

79 

52 

61 

Voluntary  Works  supervised 
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INFESTATIONS 

The  public  seek  the  assistance  of  the  Health  Department  in  dealing  with 
infestations  of  all  kinds  and  where  possible  assistance  is  given.  Wasps  are 
dealt  with  by  either  liquid  insecticide  or  Cymag  and  when  possible  the  nests 
removed.  The  operator  is  allowed  to  use  his  discretion  as  to  whether  or  not 
he  can  in  safety  deal  with  wasps’  nests  and  if  there  is  obvious  risk  declines  to  do  so. 
A charge  to  cover  the  cost  of  this  work  is  made. 

Ants  . . . . . . . . 3 

Cockroaches  . . . . . . 1 

Flies  . . . . . . . . 6 

Wasps  . . . . . . . . 49 

59 
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HOUSING 

1 . Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (fl)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  . . 113 

{h)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  1,322 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  45 

{b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . 45 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  represented  under  the  Housing  Act  . . . . 3 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . 25 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

3.  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  1957  : — 

(1)  State  aided  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . . . 40 

(b)  By  Public  Utility  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(2)  Without  State  aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . 127 
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Six  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  or  undertakings  had  been 
made  were  vacated,  one  was  made  fit  and  one  was  demolished. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

During  the  year  14  applications  for  grants  were  received,  12  were  approved, 
and  2 approved  in  principle.  The  time  occupied  on  interviews  with  owners, 
architects,  etc.,  is  well  spent  as  it  saves  considerable  time  in  Committees  and 
secures  a high  standard  of  work.  During  the  progress  of  works  regular  visits 
are  paid  to  supervise  the  standard  and  ensure  compliance  with  the  specification. 


Year 

No.  of 
Grants 
Appro- 
ved 

Owner 

Occu- 

pied 

Tenan- 

ted 

Actual  Cost  of 
All  Works 
Including 
Repairs,  etc. 

Estimated  Cost 
of  Approved 
Works 

Total 

Maxi- 

mum 

Grant 

Approved 

Actual  Total 
Grant  Paid 

1954 

3 

3 

_ 

£813  2 3 

£596  5 

2 

£297  5 

0 



1955 

27 

17 

10 

£14,400  10  8 

£11,857  12 

4 

£5,857  7 

3 

£1,442  5 10 

1956 

22 

17 

5 

£14,755  14  6 

£11,104  18 

7 

£5,235  12 

7 

£5,990  17  8 

1957 

12 

9 

3 

£7,880  9 7 

£6,109  3 

10 

£2,712  10 

0 

£5,302  10  2 

Totals 

64 

46 

18 

£37,849  17  0 

£29,667  19 

11 

£14,102  14 

10 

£12,735  13  8 

Where  an  improvement  grant  is  made  the  owner  is  required  to  carry  out  any 
necessary  repair  works  at  his  own  expense.  Although  the  total  of  the  maximum 
grants  approved  so  far  was  £14,102  14s.  lOd.  the  actual  amount  expended  on  the 
properties  exceeded  £37,000.  During  the  financial  year  1957/58  the  cost  to 
the  Council  of  all  grants  made  from  1954  onwards  was  £278  or  just  over  £4  per 
dwelling  improved  or  provided. 
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CARAVANS 


Two  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  licences  to  erect  and 
station  movable  dwellings  (trailer-type  caravans)  within  the  Urban  District  and 
both  were  approved  for  restricted  periods. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 
Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Twelve  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received.  Eleven 
Notices  by  Local  Authority  to  Landlord  of  Proposal  to  issue  Certiheates  of 
Disrepair  were  served,  and  8 Certificates  were  issued.  In  two  instances  landlords 
gave  undertakings  to  carry  out  works,  in  one  works  were  executed  without 
any  notice  having  been  received  and  before  the  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was 
issued  and  one  application  was  withdrawn  by  the  tenant. 

Many  enquiries  were  received  but  all  did  not  result  in  applications  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  as  on  receipt  of  the  tenant’s  list  of  items  of  disrepair 
landlords  notified  tenants  of  their  intention  to  remedy  the  defects. 


FACTORIES 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . . 

19 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

61 

57 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  prem- 
ises) 

Totals 

80 

71 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

- 

_ 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 
tive 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers in 
August 
list 

required 
by  Sect. 
110(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  apparel  : 
Making,  etc. 

1 

Cleaning  and 
Washing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sections  15-44  Nil. 


MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE 
Number  of  certificates  in  force  . . . . . . 19 

THE  RAG,  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

One  upholsterer  is  registered  under  the  above  Act.  All  upholsterers’ 
premises  were  visited  during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily 
maintained. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

ex- 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  . . 

1,1 13 

33 

882 

1,942 

9,250 

- 

Number  inspected 

1,113 

33 

882 

1,942 

9,250 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

2 

3 

9 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

58 

3 

2 

122 

3,451 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  af- 
fected with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

5.21 

12.12 

0.45 

6.43 

37.40 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

_ 

2 

__ 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

38 

1 
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Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

3.50 

3.03 

0.22 

2.47 

_ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

37* 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion 

27 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

*This  figure  includes  one  carcase  condemned  for  generalised  tuberculosis 
and  also  included  in  the  section  for  Tuberculosis  only. 
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Meat  Inspection 

During  the  year  13,220  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  Urban  District,  the 
majority  being  inspected  ante-mortem  and  all  inspected  post-mortem.  The  kill 
has  continued  to  increase  as  shown  by  the  following  comparison  : — 


Total  Animals 

1953 

(Government) 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Killed 

7,881 

10,090 

11,571 

13,220 

Cattle  Units 

3,305 

5,396 

6,063 

6,852 

Eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  visits  to  the  slaughterhouses  were  made  for 
the  purpose  of  meat  inspection  and  3,959  condemnations  involving  almost  6^  tons 
of  meat  and  offals  were  made. 

Diseased  condemned  meat  and  offals  are  disposed  of  to  firms  who  guarantee 
that  they  will  be  sterilised  and  used  for  purposes  other  than  human  food, 
except  in  those  cases  where  it  is  considered  it  should  be  destroyed.  It  is  felt  that 
diseased  meat  from  slaughterhouses  or  knackers’  yards,  even  though  “ stained  ” 
with  a dye,  should  not  be  permitted  to  be  sold  to  the  public  for  their  pets 
without  sterilisation,  and  that  the  removal  of  diseased  meat  from  the  place  of 
slaughter  without  staining  should  be  prohibited. 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  incidence  of  cysticercus  bovis  during  the 
year,  although  the  method  of  inspection  was  unchanged.  The  comparative 
percentages  of  infested  animals  is  shown  below  : — 

1953  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.18  % incidence  (3  cases) 

1954  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.17%  incidence  (2  cases) 

1955  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.35  % incidence  (3  cases) 

1956  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.31  % incidence  (15  cases) 

1957  . . . . . . . . 3.31  % incidence  (38  cases) 

One  carcase  with  generalised  infestation  was  totally  condemned;  one 
carcase  with  localised  infestation  was  condemned  for  generalised  tuberculosis; 
twenty-seven  carcases  were  subjected  to  cold  storage  treatment  after  condemna- 
tion of  the  affected  parts,  and  in  the  remaining  nine  instances  where  only  single 
degenerated  cysts  were  found,  the  carcases  were  passed  after  further  careful 
examination  and  condemnation  of  the  affected  parts.  Viable  cysts  are  submitted 
to  the  Laboratory  for  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis. 

Since  November,  1955,  fifty-six  animals  affected  with  cysticercus  bovis 
have  been  detected  and  in  every  case  the  farm  from  which  the  animal  was  sent 
for  slaughter  has  been  ascertained  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  that  area 
informed. 

Congenital  Tuberculosis  in  Calves 

During  the  year  two  calves  were  found  to  be  affected  with  congenital 
tuberculosis.  In  one  instance  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  was  notified  and 
his  investigations  revealed  that  the  dam  was  sold  at  the  same  market  and 
subsequently  slaughtered.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  a system  of  marking  calves 
at  the  market  concerned  it  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  second  calf. 
The  proprietors  of  the  market  were  approached  and  have  since  co-operated  by 
using  stick-on  labels  in  order  to  facilitate  the  tracing  of  diseased  calves. 

Imported  Meat 

A butcher  on  opening  an  Australian  ox  heart  found  the  wall  of  the  heart  to 
contain  a large  mass  of  caseated  material.  The  heart  was  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food  Central  Veterinary  Laboratory 
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who  reported  that  there  was  evidence  of  severe  caseating  endocarditis.  Direct 
microscopical  examination  showed  no  recognisable  pathogen  and  biological  and 
cultural  tests  for  tuberculosis  gave  a negative  result.  It  could  only  be  assumed 
therefore  that  an  infected  embolus  reached  the  site  and  gave  rise  to  a lesion  which 
later  underwent  bacterial  cure  although  the  caseating  mass  persisted. 

Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme — Deadweight  Certification  Centres 

The  Wholesale  Slaughterhouse  and  the  slaughterhouse  attached  to  a 
large  hospital  are  recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and 
Food  as  Certification  Centres  for  the  deadweight  grading  of  pigs,  and  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  are  appointed  Certifying  Officers  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Scheme.  The  Council  receive  a fee  for  each  pig  graded  at  the  Centres 
and  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  August,  1954,  the  number  of  pigs 
graded  and  the  income  to  the  Council  has  been  : — 


Pigs  Graded 

£ s. 

d. 

1954 

315 

15  15 

6 

1955 

. . 

2,070 

83  19 

6 

1956 

. . 

3,342 

108  7 

0 

1957 

. . 

5,758 

165  17 

0 

Total 

11,485 

£373  19 

0 

Cost  of  Meat  Inspection 

The  Government  made  a payment  during  the  year  for  the  inspection  of  meat 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1957,  to  those  areas  where  slaughtering  of 
animals  for  export  to  other  districts  takes  place  and  this  Council  received  the 
sum  of  £67  15s.  9d. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

The  licences  of  six  slaughtermen  were  renewed  during  the  year. 


Food  Premises 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district, 
the  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  and  the  number  of  inspections 
of  such  premises.  I would  point  out  that  an  inspection  is  counted  once  only 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  chiefly  made,  although  the  inspection  will  be 
comprehensive  where  the  premises  are  subject  to  supervision  for  several 
purposes. 

LIST  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Bakehouses 
Basement  Bakehouse 
Butchers  . . 

Canteens  . . 

Confectioners 
Dairies 
Fishmongers 
Fish  Hawkers 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Grocers  . . 

Greengrocers 
Food  Kiosks 
Public  Houses 

Hotels  and  Restaurant  Kitchens 


6 

1 

13 

6 

22 

6 

4 

2 

2 

57 

17 

4 

17 

24 
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FOOD  PREMISES,  BY  TYPE,  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Registered  for  Sale  of  Ice  Cream 


Grocers  . . 

31 

Inspections 

187 

Confectioners 

16 

76 

Cafes 

6 

46 

Greengrocers 

6 

62 

Kiosks 

3 

3 

Schools 

2 

Fishmongers 

1 

22 

65 

396 

*Tce  cream  not  sold  during  the  year 

• 

Registered  for  Preparation  of  Sausages 

Butchers  . . 

13 

151 

Registered  for  the  Preservation  of  Food  (by  cooking) 

Grocers  . . 

4 

30 

Bakehouses 

3 

35 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

2 

11 

9 

76 

— 

— 

PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

REGULATIONS,  1949 

Dairies 

6 

Inspections 

85 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 

The  regular  routine  inspection  of  all  food  premises  was  continued  through- 
out the  year,  and  food  traders  generally  realised  their  responsibilities  in  the 
clean  handling  of  food. 

The  following  repairs,  improvements,  etc.,  to  food  premises  were  carried 


out  as  a result  of  regular  routine  inspection. 

Sanitary  convenience  cleansed  and  repaired  . . . . . . 3 

Sanitary  convenience  lighted  and  ventilated  . . . . . . 1 

“ Wash  hand  ” notices  displayed  . . . . . . . . 1 

Wash  hand  basins  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Hot  and  cold  water  to  wash  hand  basins  provided  . . . . 13 

Soap,  nailbrush  and  towels  provided  . . . . . . . . 3 

Clothing  storage  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Hot  and  cold  water  to  sink  provided  . . . . . . . . 5 

Sink  renewed  and  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Ventilation  improved  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Repairs  of  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  etc.  . . . . . . . . 15 

Redecoration  and  cleansing  of  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  etc.  ..  13 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc.,  removed  . . . . . . . . 1 

Refrigerated  display  counters  provided  . . . . . . . . 2 

Protection  of  food  from  risk  of  contamination  . . . . 10 

Surfaces  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 12 
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Fairs 

Pleasure  fairs  bring  their  problems  but  by  arrangement  with  the  organisers 
of  Lindfield  Fair  food  stalls  are  grouped  near  water  standpipes  aiid  during  the 
run  of  the  fair  the  stalls  are  inspected  daily.  Two  trailer-type  vehicles  used  for 
the  cooking  and  sale  of  fried  fish  and  chips  and  three  stalls  selling  “ hot  dogs  ” 
are  the  usual  extent  of  the  food  business  at  this  fair,  and  no  serious  contravention 
of  the  Regulations  has  so  far  been  noted. 

In  addition  the  Dolphin  Fair  was  held  in  Victoria  Park,  Haywards  Heath, 
during  the  year  but  catering  is  restricted  to  pre-packed  food  and  ice  cream  and 
the  sale  of  drinks;  a standpipe  was  erected  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
refreshment  tent. 

Condemnations  of  Other  Foods 

During  the  year  there  were  41  condemnations  of  other  food,  involving: — 
331bs.  fruit  (tinned)  6ozs.  meat  products  2 ducks 
ISllbs.  fruit  pulp  1 libs,  fish  7 chickens 

2}  pints  milk  (tinned)  41bs.  vegetables  121bs.  pastry 
1791bs.  meat  (tinned)  20^1bs.  cheese 
331bs.  meat  (butchers’) 

MILK  SUPPLY 

The  following  registrations  were  operative  during  1957  : — 


Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Distributors  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  T.T.  milk  . . . . . . 8 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  . . . . 8 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Sterilised  milk  . . . . 6 


Milk  is  produced  at  eight  farms  in  the  district,  from  one  of  which  milk  is 
sold  by  retail. 

SAMPLING 

One  hundred  and  seventy-four  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
methylene  blue  test,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  of  them  being  subjected  to 
the  phosphatase  test.  One  sample  was  submitted  to  the  turbidity  test. 

Four  Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled)  milks  failed  the  methylene  blue 

test. 

Eighty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  test,  81  being 
free  from  tubercle  bacilli  (8  guinea  pigs  died  too  early  for  a result  to  be  obtained) 
but  eight  contained  Br.  abortus.  Two  samples  were  from  a farm  in  the 
adjoining  Rural  District  sent  to  a pasteurising  establishment  here,  and  the 
remaining  six  were  from  a producer-retailer  in  the  Urban  District.  Milks  sent 
to  pasteurising  plants  were  sampled  twice  during  the  year  and  milk  sold  raw, 
three  times  during  the  year. 

Between  1945  and  1956  inclusive  557  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for 
biological  examination.  Only  one,  and  that  in  1945,  was  reported  as  positive  for 
tubercle  bacillus.  Since  1946  510  samples  of  milk  have  been  reported  as  negative 
for  tubercle  bacillus.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  East  Sussex  is  a Specified  Area  and 
all  milk  retailed  must  be  either  heat  treated  or  tuberculin  tested  farm  bottled 
the  question  arises  as  to  whether  the  continued  biological  examination  of  milks 
which  are  to  receive  heat  treatment  is  economic  or  necessary. 

Twenty-three  of  the  twenty-four  supplies  of  milk  which  are  brought  into 
the  two  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district  are  from  tuberculin  tested  herds. 
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A maximum  of  eight  tuberculin  tested  farm  bottled  supplies  of  milk 
are  retailed  in  the  area  and  the  continued  biological  examination  of  these 
plus  the  monthly  phosphatase  test  of  all  pasteurised  milk  to  confirm  that 
efficient  pasteurisation  has  taken  place  could  now  be  considered  sufficient 
evidence  that  the  milk  supply  of  the  district  is  safe  for  human  consumption. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

Fifty-five  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  were  taken  by  retail — four 
failing  the  methylene  blue  test. 

Pasteurised  Milk 

Forty-seven  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  obtained,  all  of  which  satisfied 
the  methylene  blue  and  phosphatase  tests. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk 

Seventy-one  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  pasteurised  milk  were  obtained, 
all  of  which  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  and  phosphatase  test. 

Sterilised  Milk 

One  sample  of  sterilised  milk  was  obtained  and  was  reported  as  being 
negative  for  the  turbidity  test. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

As  the  result  of  a complaint  that  a one  pint  bottle  of  pasteurised  milk 
contained  foreign  bodies  which  had  discoloured  the  milk,  proceedings  were 
instituted  under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  against  the  dairy 
concerned.  The  “ foreign  body  ” was  a twisted  piece  of  black  elastic  four-tenths 
of  an  inch  wide  and  about  nine  inches  long,  knotted  in  the  form  of  a garter  or 
armband. 

After  a lengthy  hearing  the  Magistrates  found  the  firm  guilty  of  selling 
milk  not  of  the  substance  demanded  but  dismissed  a second  summons  of 
supplying  milk  not  of  the  quality  demanded  as  the  only  evidence  produced 
showed  that  the  milk  was  of  good  quality.  A fine  of  £75  with  £9  19s.  6d.  costs 
was  imposed. 


ICE-CREAM 

There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  in  this 
district.  Sixty-five  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  fifty-six 
being  restricted  to  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream. 

During  1957  seventy-one  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  bacter- 
iological examination,  with  the  following  results. 


Gr^ 

SiDES 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

44 

27 

— 

— 
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Below  is  a table  showing  the  results  of  bacteriological  examination  of  ice 
cream  samples  for  the  nine  years  1949-1957  : — 


Month 

No.  of 
Samples 
1949-57 

Methylene  Blue  Decolourised  in  hours 

Grades 

0 

i 

1 

li 

2 

2i 

3 

3i 

4 

over 

4 

1 

11 

111 

IV 

January 

9 

9 

9 

- 

- 

February 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

8 

10 

10 

9 

- 

- 

March 

36 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

27 

27 

7 

1 

1 

April 

59 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

4 

4 

11 

35 

35 

22 

2 

- 

May 

83 

2 

1 

- 

2 

3 

2 

3 

13 

10 

47 

47 

28 

6 

2 

June 

85 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

6 

15 

2 

11 

45 

45 

34 

5 

1 

July 

78 

- 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

9 

- 

9 

50 

50 

19 

9 

- 

August 

76 

1 

3 

2 

2 

11 

3 

13 

41 

41 

29 

5 

1 

September 

77 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

6 

6 

7 

15 

29 

29 

34 

13 

1 

October 

67 

- 

- 

2 

6 

5 

6 

1 

11 

36 

36 

23 

8 

- 

November 

35 

5 

5 

25 

25 

10 

- 

- 

December 

9 

5 

4 

4 

5 

Totals 

633 

6 

5 

3 

19 

22 

25 

55 

37 

103 

358 

358 

220 

49 

6 

The  table  indicates  that  of  633  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  during  the  last 
nine  years  approximately  91  per  cent,  were  placed  in  grades  I and  II,  8 per  cent, 
in  grade  III  and  1 per  cent,  in  grade  IV.  This  is  an  excellent  result  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  samples  were  taken  in  the  warmer 
months,  and  that  any  in  grades  III  and  IV  were  rapidly  “ followed  up  ” by 
further  samples. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

There  were  245  complaints  of  rat  or  mouse  infestation  received  during  the 
year  compared  with  130  in  1956  and  156  in  1955.  As  a result  work  was  done  at 
357  premises  all  with  minor  infestations  as  against  136  in  1956.  In  addition  a 
further  3,628  premises  in  the  district  were  subject  to  a routine  survey.  A total 
of  203  dead  rats  were  found  during  the  year. 

TTie  annual  maintenance  treatment  of  the  Council’s  foul  sewers  was  carried 
out  during  June,  little  evidence  of  infestation  by  rats  being  noted. 
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PUBLIC  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 


The  maintenance  of  certain  public  house  conveniences  at  the  Council’s 
expense  in  return  for  their  availability  to  the  public  throughout  the  day,  was 
continued. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

One  shop  is  registered  under  the  above  Act  for  the  sale  of  pet  animals,  and 
during  the  year  7 visits  were  made  to  the  premises. 


HEATING  APPLIANCES  (FIREGUARDS)  ACT,  1952 

Twenty-one  shops,  etc.,  were  visited  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of 
the  above  Act  and  112  electric,  36  gas  and  16  oil  appliances  submitted  to  the 
Probe  test,  and  2 electric,  1 gas  and  2 oil  appliances  subjected  to  the  heat  test. 
The  guard  to  one  gas  appliance  did  not  conform  to  the  required  standard  and 
was  found  to  have  been  damaged  in  transit. 

Manufacturers  appear  to  be  taking  great  care  to  ensure  compliance  with 
the  Act. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  each  attended  a course  at 
the  Coal  Utilisation  Council’s  Centre  in  London  on  the  “ Design  and  Installation 
of  Domestic  Heating  Apparatus  ” arranged  by  the  South  Eastern  Centre  of  the 
Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  courses  extended  over  three  days  and  covered  the  principles  of  appliance 
construction  and  installation,  selection  of  fuels,  and  design  of  flues  and  were 
found  to  be  of  considerable  value  in  their  application  to  the  modernisation  of 
dwellings. 
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